CHAP. xm. POSITION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE EESIDENT. 283

The position of the British Eesident was in those days very
influential, but necessarily undefined; it has during recent
years been rendered more directly potential by reason of the
Nizam being a minor. At that time, however, there was a real
Nizam of the old school on the throne, very tenacious, indeed not
unreasonably jealous, of Ms position in relation to that of the
Eesident. During the early days and the political struggles of
the East India Company, the Nizam was in treaties regarded
as an ally or an equal, and though he soon became its
dependant, still the form or style of equality was preserved.

His obligation to govern Ms territories according to the
advice of the Eesident was quite vague or slight, nevertheless
in practice it had come into real existence* Formally he was
not bound to seek the counsel of the Eesident, but practically
he was, because Ms predecessors had allowed the State to drift
into violent disorders from wMch extrication was impossible
without British assistance. Nothing but British power, repre-
sented by armed force, prevented Ms State from being torn to
pieces by factions, and saved Mm from becoming a prisoner in
Ms palace to Ms own guards. Thus although the Eesident had
not, either in the wording of treaties or the terms of Ms
credentials, any declared right of interfering, yet he was the
Atlas on whose shoulders rested the government of the State.
He must interpose when actual disturbance threatened; then
indeed Ms aid would probably be invoked. Otherwise he would
as much as possible avoid the semblance of interfering; and
leave the Native Government to manage for itself without being
weakened by over-much supervision, on the understanding always
that it must keep the general course of affairs tolerably straight.

One portion of the Nizam's dominions, namely Berar, was,"
as has already been mentioned in chapter VI., under British
administration according to treaty. For tMs territory the
Eesident represented the local government, subject to the
general control of tlxe Governor-General in Council. Though
regulating under British authority the income and expenses of
tMs territory, he presented periodically to the Nizam a state-
ment of its finances, giving up to His Highness any surplus